THE TRIPLE  ALLIANCE

esteem in which you are, and ever will continue to be,

held by                       Your sincere friend,

' LEWIS.

'Berg: Sept. 16, 1879.'

4 Gastein : Sept. 19, 1879.

' With respectful gratitude I acknowledge the receipt
of your Majesty's gracious letter of the i6th instant, from
which I am delighted to find that your Majesty is in ac-
cord with me in my endeavours to bring about an alliance
for mutual defence with Austria-Hungary. In regard to
the relations with Russia I remark, with the utmost sub-
mission, that the danger of hostile complications, which
not only from a political, but also from a personal, point
of view I should most deeply deplore, does not in my re-
spectful judgment confront us immediately, but would only
become imminent in the event of France being ready to
make common cause with Russia. So far this is not the
case, and it is the intention of his Majesty the Emperor
that our policy should leave no stone unturned in order
now, as heretofore, to promote and assure peaceable rela-
tions between the Empire and Russia by such influences
as may best operate upon the mind of his Majesty Czar
Alexander. The negotiations for a closer alliance with
Austria are only directed to assure peace, provide for com-
mon defence, and promote neighbourly intercourse.

'I think of leaving Gastein to-morrow, and hope to
enter Vienna on Sunday. With humblest thanks for your
Majesty's gracious expression of concern for my health, I
remain, with profound respect,

'Your Majesty's most obedient servant,

' VON BISMARCK. '
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